
Literacy Curriculum Map –2017-2018 - Year Group 4 

 Autumn 1 
8weeks 

Autumn 2  
7 weeks 

Spring 1 
5 weeks 

Spring 2  
6 weeks 

Summer 1 
6 weeks 

Summer 2  
7 weeks 

     

Theme It’s a king of magic… The Circle of Life Turn back time CSI Rats! Rats! Rats! The stinkiest stink      
Author/Poet  Roald Dahl Walt Disney Michael Morpurgo  Robert Branning David Walliams      
Class novel/ collection 
of stories/ 
poem for learning 

Matilda 
 

The Lion King Beowulf 
 

Sherlock Holmes The Pied Piper Mr Stink 
 

     

Unit + skills 
 
 

Fantasy – Scary story, 
film making 
3-4 weeks  
 
To create a new fantasy 
world and characters. 
To make a storyboard as 
a plan. 
To write a story based 
on this. 
 
Writing skills  
To discuss and record 
ideas for planning 
To generate and select a 
wide range of 
vocabulary. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Extended Noun phrases,  
Fronted Adverbials for 
when 
Inverted Commas. 
 

Film and Playscript: 
 3-4 weeks  
 
Create a new character 
and setting. 
Children to use 
playscript features. 
To write a playscript 
based on the Lion King. 
 
Writing skills: 
To read and analyse 
narrative/non-fiction 
texts. 
To discuss and record 
ideas for planning. 
To alter a well-known 
story to give it an 
alternative ending.  
 
Grammar skills: 
Determiners – article 
and demonstrative, 
Extended Noun Phrases, 
Verb inflections. 

Myths 
3 weeks  
 
To create a new 
mythical 
creature/hero/villan. 
To write a story based 
on Beowulf stories. 
 
Writing skills  
To discuss and record 
ideas for planning 
To generate and select a 
wide range of 
vocabulary. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Fronted Adverbials for 
where,  
Extended Noun Phrases, 
Inverted Commas. 

Issues and Dilemmas 
 3 weeks  
 
Children to create new 
characters and 
dilemmas for the 
stories.  
To write a story 
including Sherlock 
Holmes and Doctor 
Watson.  
 
Writing skills  
Inverted commas 
Commas to mark 
clauses 
To discuss and record 
ideas for planning 
To generate and select a 
wide range of 
vocabulary. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Inverted Commas, 
Commas to mark 
clauses, 
Adverb Starters. 

Fairy tales/folk tales: 
3 weeks  
 
To read and analyse 
different versions of the 
text inc poems, films 
and stories.  
To write stories based 
on the Pied Piper and 
animals infecting a place 
and a hero saving them. 
 
Writing skills 
To discuss and record 
ideas for planning.  
To generate and select a 
wide range of 
vocabulary. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Using commas after 
fronted adverbials. 
Inverted commas, 
Commas to mark 
clauses. 

Novel as a theme 
 3 weeks 
 
Children to read and 
analyse the characters 
and story of Mr Stink. 
To create their own 
story based on Mr Stink 
continuing to wander. 
 
Writing skills: 
To discuss  and record 
ideas for planning. 
To generate and select a 
wide range of 
vocabulary. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Using commas after 
fronted adverbials, 
Extended Noun Phrases, 
Apostrophes for singular 
and plural possession. 

     

Unit + skills Persuasion – 
Sales/pitch, Article 
2 weeks  
To create their own 
shopping mall in a 

Explanation text: 
 2 weeks 
 
To write explanation 
texts on how animations 

Non-chronological 
report: 
3 weeks 
 
To write and research 

.Recount: newspapers 
 3 weeks 
 
To create a newspaper 
report based on the 

Discussion – 
Debate/Report 
2 weeks 
To hold verbal 
discussions and debates 

Information booklet 
with collection of non-
fiction text types3 
weeks  
To create an 

     



fantasy setting as a 
class. 
To advertise their shops 
and products. 
 
Writing skills  
To discuss and record 
ideas for planning. 
Organise information 
into paragraphs 
 
Grammar skills: 
Nouns for Precision, 
Pronouns, 
Verb inflections 

are made. Specifically 
how the Lion King was 
made. 
 
Writing skills 
To read and analyse 
narrative/non-fiction 
texts. 
To discuss and record 
ideas for planning.  
To explain what 
happens in a story. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Conjunctions, 
Apostrophes for 
Possession, 
Commas to mark 
clauses. 
 

non-chronological 
reports. 
To write a report on 
David Walliams and his 
texts. 
Writing skills 
To read and analyse 
narrative/non-fiction 
texts. To discuss and 
record ideas for 
planning.  
 
Grammar skills: 
Verb Inflections,  
Determiners – 
possessive and 
quantifiers, 
Commas to mark 
clauses. 

incidents in their stories. 
To use features of non-
fiction texts. 
 
Writing skills  
To read and analyse 
narrative/non-fiction 
texts 
To discuss and record 
ideas for planning. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Extended Noun Phrases, 
Nouns for precision. 

in class arguing the 
decisions of the Pied 
Piper. 
To write a report on the 
outcomes of the debate: 
Olden times newspaper 
report. 
 
Writing skills 
To discuss and record 
ideas for planning.  
To read and analyse 
narrave/non-fiction 
texts. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Conjunctions, 
Adverb starters, 
Verb inflections. 

information booklet on 
different aspects of 
Anglo-Saxon life. 
To use ICT skills to 
support creating this. 
 
Writing skills  
To read and analyse 
narrative/non-fiction 
texts 
To discuss and record 
ideas for planning. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Adverb Starters, 
Commas to mark 
clauses, 
Verb inflections. 

Unit + skills 
 
 
 

 Poetry: 
1-2 weeks. 
 
To write a poem based 
on the characters of 
Lion King.  
 
Writing Skills: 
To read simple Haiku, 
kennings and cinquain 
poems and analyse the 
structure.  
To use a poem structure 
in our own poetry. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Apostrophes for singular 
and plural possession. 

Poems on a theme 
1-2 weeks. 
 
To write a poem based 
on a new setting.  
 
Writing skills 
Practice poem 
structures – recap Haiku 
poems. 
Focusing on rhyming 
sequencing. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Apostrophes for 
possession. 
 

 Classic Poetry: 
1 week 
 
To read a range of 
classical poems. 
To discuss the 
vocabulary and 
meanings of poems.  
To express preferences. 
 
Writing skills: 
To write positives and 
negatives.  
To create our own 
classic poems. 
 
Grammar skills: 
Extended Noun Phrases. 

      

Writing opportunities  

 
Scaffolded outcomes 
Create a fantasy setting. 
Create a new magical 
item. 

Scaffolded outcomes 
Create new characters 
and settings 
1

st
 person narrative in 

Scaffolded outcomes 
Create a mythical 
setting. 
Create a new, olden 

Scaffolded outcomes 
Create a new issue and 
dilemma. 
Wanted poster/advert. 

Scaffolded outcomes 
Create a new setting.  
Children to create a new 
business for animal 

Scaffolded outcomes 
Creating new characters 
and a story based on the 
text. 

     



Create new characters. 
Model writing an 
opening. 
Poetry responses. 
 
Independent  
Recount or Diary in role 
as a character. 
Retell the story/telling it 
from another point of 
view. 
Change the ending or 
key event.  
Write a poem with a 
structure. 
Turn the story into a 
playscript. 

role as a character 
Biography of author  
Playscript based on 
chapter from Lion King 
Poetry responses 
 
Independent  
Retell the story of the 
Lion King. 
Write about life in Africa 
and research. 
Explain how the Lion 
King film was made. 

item. 
Create new characters. 
Research and 
understand aspects of 
Roman life.  
Model writing an 
altered/new ending.  
 
Independent  
Change the ending or 
key event.  
Recount of events as 
another point of view.   
Information writing 
linked to History or 
persuasive leaflet for 
local area  
Review of performance 
poetry 

Detective report or 
letter in role as a CSI. 
Newspaper article.  
Model an opening and 
the remainder of the 
text. 
 
Independent 
Detective diary. 
Recount of events/retell 
the story – telling the 
story from a character’s 
point of view. 
Change the ending or 
key event.  
Create a new detective.  
 

control/removal.  
Research what the Pied 
Piper did.  
Debate decisions of Pied 
Piper. 
 
Independent  
Create a new business 
and advertise it.  
Show our arguments for 
the debate.  
To retell the story of the 
Pied Piper from a 
different viewpoint. – 
e.g. the rats. 

Model an alternative 
opening for the text. 
 
Independent  
Write recounts as 
characters.  
Write an alternative 
ending. 
Write the story from 
different point of view – 
including the new 
characters in the new 
story. 
Write to David 
Walliams.  

Enrichments Watch the film? 
Fantasy trip?  
World of Glass trip? 
 

Disney day 
Nature Walk? 
Watch the film? 

Roman invasion at 
museum of Lancashire? 
Roman workshop with 
Del Bannister? 

Visit from 
police/detective to 
interview. 
Anglo-Saxon workshop 
with Dell Bannister. 

Class Assembly to 
perform The Pied Piper 
? 
Visit to Clitheroe castle? 
17

th
 Century day. 

Writing to David 
Walliams? 
Visit to local library? 
Nature Walk? 

     

Links across the 
curriculum  
Science  
History or Geography 

Water cycle in different 
places – think about 
natural rivers and things 
will surround the animal 
kingdom. 
3D and painting – paint 
the characters? 
Gymnastics – acting out 
the Lion’s moves. 

Links with animals – the 
animals in the story. 
Digestive system – when 
they eat their huge 
meals. 
3D and painting – paint 
the characters? 
Dance – monsters – 
could include the villains 
in the story such as 
Queen of Hearts. 

Romans – myths that 
occur about the 
Romans, how this links. 
Collages and textiles – 
sewing a Roman or 
making a collage of the 
Roman period. 
Blues – setting the 
scene. 
 

Anglo-Saxons – 
investigating things that 
happened around that 
period of time. 
Science – sound – 
mystery music, CSI 
themed. 
RE – sacrifice, betrayal 
and trust.  
Games – who killed 
who? 
Acting out murder 
scenes. 

Comparing localities and 
maps – where was the 
location. 
Carnival of animals. 
Digital media and 
printing. 

Electricity – what 
electricity could Mr 
Stink have used? 
Digital media and 
printing. 

     

 


