
 Autumn 1 

 

Autumn 2 

 

Spring 1 

 

Spring 2  

 

Summer 1 

 

Summer 2  

 

Theme A Toy’s Story Perfect Penguins All About Me Plants and Trees Our Wonderful World Monsters and Robots 

Unit, 

activities and 

skills 

 

 

Labels, lists and captions 

 (2 weeks) 

Writing skills 

Orally compose sentences, hold 

in memory 

Full stops  

Capital letters  

Using the connective ‘and’ and 

attempting to use ‘but’ and 

‘because’ 

Using adjectives 

Past tense 

Reading Skills 

 Making predictions based on 

what has been read so far.  

 Identify and discuss the main 

events in stories. 

 Identify and discuss the main 

characters in stories.  

 Use patterns and repetition 

to support oral retelling.  

 Relate texts to own 

experiences.  

 Retell familiar stories in a 

range of contexts e.g. small 

world, role play, storytelling. 

Make basic inferences about 

what is being said and done. 

Stories by the Same 

Author 

Story Writing 2-3 weeks 

Reading Skills 

 Making predictions based 

on what has been read so 

far.  

 Identify and discuss the 

main events in stories. 

 Identify and discuss the 

main characters in 

stories.  

 Use patterns and 

repetition to support oral 

retelling.  

 Relate texts to own 

experiences.  

 Retell familiar stories in a 

range of contexts e.g. 

small world, role play, 

storytelling. 

Make basic inferences about 

what is being said and done. 

Writing Skills 

 Orally compose every 

sentence before writing.  

 Re-read every sentence 

to check it makes sense. 

 Punctuate simple 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops.  

 Use formulaic phrases to 

Traditional Tales  

(2-3 weeks) 

Reading Skills 

 Listen to a range of texts 

(traditional tales) at a 

level beyond that at which 

they can read 

independently. 

 Make predictions based 

on what has been read so 

far. 

 Identify and discuss the 

main events in stories. 

 Identify and discuss the 

main characters in 

stories.  

 Make basic inferences 

about what is being said 

and done. 

 Apply phonic knowledge 

when reading. 

 Use patterns and 

repetition to support oral 

retelling.  

 Retelling familiar stories 

in a range of contexts e.g. 

small world, role play, 

storytelling. 

Give opinions and supporting 

with reasons. 

Writing Skills 

 Orally compose every 

Classic Stories (2-3 weeks) 

Reading Skills 

 Make predictions based 

on what has been read so 

far.  

 Discuss the title and how 

it relates to the whole 

story. 

 Identify and discuss the 

main events in stories. 

 Identify and discuss the 

main characters in 

stories.  

 Apply phonic knowledge 

when reading. 

 Read words containing –

ed, –er and –est. 

 Use patterns and 

repetition to support oral 

retelling.  

Give opinions and 

support with reasons. 

Writing Skills 

 Orally compose every 

sentence before writing.  

 Reread every sentence to 

check it makes sense. 

 Punctuate simple 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops.  

 Say, and hold in memory 

whilst writing, simple 

Stories From Other 

Cultures (2 Weeks) 

Reading Skills 

 Make predictions based 

on what has been read so 

far. 

 Explain clearly their 

understanding of what is 

read to them.  

 Identify and discuss the 

main events in stories. 

 Identify and discuss the 

main characters in 

stories.  

 Retell familiar stories in a 

range of contexts e.g. 
small world, role play, 
storytelling. 

 Make basic inferences 

about what is being said 

and done. 

 Read words containing –s, 
-es, -ing and –ed endings. 

Split two and three syllable 

words into the separate 

syllables to support blending 

for reading. 

Writing Skills 

 Reread every sentence to 

check it makes sense. 

 Punctuate simple 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops.  

 Add suffixes to verbs 

where no spelling change 

is needed to the root 

Stories with Fantasy 

Settings (2-3 weeks) 

Reading Skills 

Read words containing –s, -
es, -ing, -ed, -er, -est 

endings. 

Read more challenging texts 

using phonics and high 

frequency word recognition.  

Develop fluency, accuracy 

and confidence by re-reading 

books 

Listen to a range of texts at 

a level beyond that at which 

they can read independently 

including stories, non-fiction 

and poems. 

Identify and discuss the 

main events in stories. 

Identify and discuss the 

main characters in stories. 

Use patterns and repetition 

to support oral retelling. 

Retell familiar stories in a 

range of contexts, e.g. small 
world, role play, storytelling.  
 Make predictions based 

on what has been read so 

far. 

 Make basic inferences 

about what is being said 

and done.  

 Discuss the title and how 

it relates to the events in 



open and close texts.  

 Use familiar plots for 

structuring the opening, 

middle and end of their 

stories. 

sentence before writing.  

 Reread every sentence to 

check it makes sense. 

 Punctuate simple 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops.  

 Use simple connectives to 

link ideas e.g. and, but, 

or, so. 

 Say, and hold in memory 

whilst writing, simple 

sentences which makes 

sense. 

 Sequence events in order. 

Add the prefix ‘un’ to verbs 

and adjectives to change the 

meaning e.g. untie, unkind. 

sentences which makes 

sense. 

 Sequence events in order. 

 Identify and use 

exclamation marks. 

 Add suffixes to verbs 

where no spelling change 

is needed to the root 

word, e.g. pull – pulled. 

word, e.g. help – helping, 
camp – camping, think-
thinking etc. 

 Identify and use question 

marks. 

 Use simple joining words 

to link ideas e.g. and. 
 Use familiar plots for 

structuring the opening, 

middle and end of their 

stories. 

 Discuss their writing with 

adults and peers. 

Read aloud their writing to 

adults and peers. 

the whole story 

Writing Skills  

 Say and hold in memory 

whilst writing, simple 

sentences which make 

sense. 

 Write simple sentences 

that can be read by 

themselves and others.  

 Separate words with 

finger spaces.  

 Punctuate simple 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops.  

 Use capital letters for 

names of people, places 

and days of the week. 

 Identify and use question 

marks and exclamation 

marks. 

 Use simple ‘joining words’ 

to link ideas. 

 Pluralise nouns – build on 

using ‘-s’ e.g. dog, dogs, as 

addressed in previous 

units, to using  

‘-es’, e.g. wish, wishes.  

 Orally compose every 

sentence before writing.  

 Re-read every sentence 

to check it makes sense.  

 Sequence ideas/events in 

order. 

 Use formulaic phrases to 

open and close texts. 

 Use familiar plots for 

structuring the opening, 

middle and end of their 

stories. 

Read aloud their writing to 



adults and peers. 

Unit, 

activities and 

skills 

 

Stories with Patterns 

(2x2 weeks) 

This is the Bear (2 weeks) 

This is the Bear and the Scary 

Night  

Brown Bear Brown Bear 

 

Children to build on the ‘This is 

the Bear’ and ‘This is the Bear 

and the Scary Night’ books and 

write their own story based on 

these in a familiar settings 

(park, garden, etc) using class 

teddy 

Writing skills  

Orally compose sentences, hold 

in memory 

Full stops  

Capital letters  

Using the connective ‘and’ 

Write simple sentences which 

make sense 

Use story model of beginning, 

middle and end 

Non Chronological Reports 

(About Penguins) 2-3 weeks 

Reading Skills 

 Recall specific 

information in texts. 

 Introduce and discuss key 

vocabulary. 

 Activate prior knowledge 

e.g. what do you know 

about this animal? 

 Explain clearly their 

understanding of what is 

read to them.  

Demonstrate understanding 

of texts by answering 

questions related to who, 

what, where, when and why. 

Writing Skills 

 Write simple sentences 

that can be read by 

themselves and others.  

 Use simple connectives to 

Recounts (2-3 weeks) 

Reading Skills 

 Listen to a range of non-

fiction (recounts). 

 Listen to others. 

 Activate prior knowledge.  

 Recall specific 

information in texts. 

 Relate texts to own 

experiences.  

 Discuss key vocabulary. 

 Check that texts make 

sense while reading and 

self-correcting. 

 Read aloud texts using 

that are consistent with 

their developing phonic 

knowledge. 

Demonstrate understanding 

of texts by answering 

questions related to who, 

what, where, when, why, how. 

Instructions (2 weeks) 

Reading Skills 

 Listen to a range of 

instructions. 

 Recall specific 

information in texts. 

 Introduce and discuss key 

vocabulary. 

 Check that texts make 

sense while reading and 

self-correcting. 

 Listen to others. 

 Take turns. 

 Explain clearly their 

understanding of what is 

read to them.  

Read aloud accurately 

texts that are 

consistent with their 

developing phonic 

knowledge. 

 

Information Texts  

(2 weeks) 

Reading Skills 

 Recall specific 

information in texts. 

 Read aloud books closely 

matched to their 

improving phonic 

knowledge. 

 Introduce and discuss key 

vocabulary. 

 Activate prior knowledge 

e.g. what do you know 
about camping/the 
park/our school grounds 
etc? 

 Explain clearly their 

understanding of what is 

read to them.  

 Listen to what others say. 

 Take turns. 

Demonstrate understanding 

of texts by answering 

questions related to who, 

Recounts (2 weeks) 

Reading Skills 

 Apply phonic knowledge 

for reading. 

 Automatically recognise 

approximately 150 high 

frequency words. 

 Develop fluency, accuracy 

and confidence by re-

reading books. 

 Listen to a range of texts 

at a level beyond that at 

which they can read 

independently including 

stories, non-fiction and 

poems. 

 Recall specific 

information in texts. 

 Relate texts to own 

experiences. 

 Activate prior knowledge. 



Write in different forms with 

simple text type features 

(story language and past tense) 

 

Reading Skills 

 Making predictions based on 

what has been read so far.  

 Identify and discuss the main 

events in stories. 

 Identify and discuss the main 

characters in stories.  

 Use patterns and repetition 

to support oral retelling.  

 Relate texts to own 

experiences.  

 Retell familiar stories in a 

range of contexts e.g. small 

world, role play, storytelling. 

Make basic inferences about 

what is being said and done. 

link ideas e.g. and.  

 Identify and use question 

marks. 

 Punctuate simple 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops.  

Write information texts with 

simple text type features. 

Writing Skills 

 Write simple sentences 

that can be read by 

themselves and others. 

 Punctuate simple 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops. 

 Reread every sentence to 

check it makes sense. 

 Use capital letter for the 

personal pronoun 'I'. 

 Use capital letters for 

people, places and days of 

the week. 

 Orally plan and rehearse 

ideas. 

 Sequence ideas/events in 

order. 

 Write in different forms 

with simple text features 

e.g. recounts. 

Read aloud their writing to 

adults and peers. 

Writing Skills 

 Write simple sentences 

that can be read by 

themselves and others. 

 Punctuate simple 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops. 

 Reread every sentence to 

check it makes sense. 

 Orally plan and rehearse 

ideas. 

 Sequence ideas in order. 

 Write in different forms 

with simple text features 

e.g. instructions. 

Read aloud their writing 

to adults and peers. 

what, where, when and why. 

Writing Skills 

 Write simple sentences 

that can be read by 

themselves and others.  

 Punctuate simple 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops.  

 Use question marks. 

 Re-read every sentence 

to check it makes sense. 

 Use simple joining words 

to link ideas e.g. and etc. 

 Write information texts 

with simple text type 

features. 

 Discuss their writing with 

adults and peers. 

Read aloud their writing to 

adults and peers. 

 Check that texts make 

sense while reading and 

self-correct. 

 Listen to what others say. 

Take turns. 

Writing Skills 

 Say and hold in memory 

whilst writing, simple 

sentences which make 

sense. 

 Write simple sentences 

that can be read by 

themselves and others.  

 Separate words with 

finger spaces.  

 Punctuate simple 

sentences with capital 

letters and full stops.  

 Use capital letter for the 

personal pronoun I.  

 Use simple joining words 

to link ideas.  

 Pluralise nouns using ‘-s’ 

and ‘-es’ e.g. dog, dogs; 
wish, wishes.  

 Add the prefix ‘un-’ to 

verbs and adjectives to 

change the meaning e.g. 
untie, unkind.  

 Reread every sentence to 

check it makes sense.  

 Orally plan and rehearse 

ideas.  

 Sequence ideas/events in 

order. 

 Write in different forms 

with simple text type 

features e.g. recounts. 

Discuss their writing with 



adults and peers.   
Unit, 

activities and 

skills 

 

 

 Recount of familiar events 

 (2 weeks) 

Children to write a recount 

about the visit to Ilkley Toy 

Museum (Enrichment Activity) 

Writing skills 

Time connectives – first, next,, 

after that, finally  

Full stops 

Capital letters   

Finger Spaces 

Writing sentences which make 

sense 

Poems on a Theme 

 (2 weeks) 

Reading Skills 

 Listening to a range of 

poems at a level beyond at 

which they can read 

independently.  

 Recognise and join in with 

language patterns and 

repetition. 

 Use patterns and 

repetition to support oral 

retelling. 

 Recite rhymes and poems 

by heart. 

Giving opinions and 

supporting with reasons. 

Skills in Writing 

 Orally plan and rehearse 

ideas. 

 Write poems with simple 

structures. 

Plurals – adding s to nouns. 

 Traditional Rhymes  

(2 weeks) 

Reading Skills 

 Listen to a range of 

poems. 

 Recognise and join in with 

language patterns and 

repetition. 

 Recite rhymes and poems 

by heart. 

 Use patterns and 

repetition to support oral 

retelling. 

 Make personal reading 

choices and explain 

reasons for choices. 

 Introduce and discuss key 

vocabulary. 

Listen to what others say. 

Writing Skills 

 Orally plan and rehearse 

ideas. 

 Write poems with simple 

structures. 

 Write simple sentences 

that can be read by 

themselves and others. 

 Use capital letters for 

names of people. 

 Separate words with 

finger spaces. 

 Use their phonic 

knowledge when spelling 

any unfamiliar words. 

Poems with Rhymes 

 (1 week) 

Reading Skills 

 Listen to a range of 

poems. 

 Recognise and join in with 

language patterns and 

repetition. 

 Recite rhymes and poems 

by heart. 

 Use patterns and 

repetition to support oral 

retelling. 

 Make personal reading 

choices and explain 

reasons for choices. 

 Introduce and discuss key 

vocabulary. 

Listen to what others say. 

Writing Skills 

 Orally plan and rehearse 

ideas. 

 Write poems with simple 

structures. 
 Write simple sentences 

that can be read by 

themselves and others. 

 Use capital letters for 

names of places 

 Separate words with 

finger spaces. 

 Use their phonic 

knowledge when spelling 

any unfamiliar words. 

 Read aloud their writing 

to adults and peers. 

 

Poems to Learn by Heart 

 (2 weeks) 

Reading Skills 

 Spilt two and three 

syllable words into the 

separate syllables to 

support blending for 

reading. 

 Read words with 

contractions e.g. I’m, I’ll, 

we’ll and understand that 

the apostrophe 

represents the omitted 

letter. 

 Apply phonic knowledge 

for reading. 

 Automatically recognise 

approximately 150 high 

frequency words. 

 Develop fluency, accuracy 

and confidence by re-

reading books. 

 Listen to a range of texts 

at a level beyond that at 

which they can read 

independently including 

stories, non-fiction and 

poems. 

 Recognise and join in with 

language patterns and 

repetition. 

 Recite rhymes and poems 

by heart. 

 Introduce and discuss key 



 Read aloud their writing 

to adults and peers. 

 

vocabulary. 

 Give opinions and support 

with reasons. 

 Explain clearly their 

understanding of what is 

read to them.  

Writing Skills 

 Separate words with 

finger spaces. 
 Identify and use question 

marks and exclamation 

marks. 
 Add the prefix ‘un-’ to 

verbs and adjectives to 

change the meaning e.g. 
untie, unkind.  

 Orally plan and rehearse 

ideas. 
 Write in different forms 

with simple text type 

features e.g. instructions, 
narratives, recounts, 
poems, information texts. 

Read aloud their writing to 

adults and peers. 

 

Author/Poet  Sarah Hayes/Emma Chichester 

Clarke 

          Oliver Jeffers 

Fiona Robertson 

Various Poets writing about 

Penguins 

Brothers Grimm 

Hans Christian Andersen  

Various Authors 

Vivian French. 

Various Authors 

Various Authors 

Dominic Bliss 

      Maurice Sendak   

Class Reads Old Bear, Dogger (Shirley 

Hughes and Jane Hissey) 

Lost and Found, Up and 

Down, Penguin Small  

Classic Stories, Traditional 

tale collections – The Three 

Little Pigs, Little Red Riding 

Hood. Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears, The Elves and 

the Shoemaker, The 

Gingerbread Man, The Three 

The Enormous Turnip.  

The Tale of Peter Rabbit by 

Beatrix Potter. 

Jack and the Beanstalk. 

Oliver’s Vegetables by  

Vivian French. 

A selection of stories from 

around the world 

The Flying Turtle 

The Blue Jackal  

Where the Wild Things Are 

by Maurice Sendak 

 No-Bot by Sue Hendra. 

 The Three Little Aliens 

and the Big Bad Robot by 

Margaret McNamara. 

 The Big Bad Wolf and the 



Billy Goats Gruff etc. 

 

Robot Pig by Laura North 

and Kevin Cross.  

 I’m a little Robot by Robert 

Hiedbreder  

 My Robot poem by Gareth  

 Robot Rumpus by Sean 

Taylor  
 Robots, Robots 

Everywhere! by Sue Fliess 
 

Focus text/ 

collection of 

stories/ 

poem for 

learning 

This is the Bear by Sarah Hayes 

This is the Bear and the Scary 

Night by Sarah Hayes 

I love you, Blue Kangaroo 

Lost and Found by Oliver 

Jeffers 

Up and Down by Oliver 

Jeffers 

The Perfect Pet by Fiona 

Robertson.  

The Perfect Present by 

Fiona Robertson. 

Little Red Riding Hood 

The Three Little Pigs 

Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears  

The Enormous Turnip.  

The Tale of Peter Rabbit by 

Beatrix Potter. 

Jack and the Beanstalk. 

Oliver’s Vegetables by  

Vivian French. 

 Instructions for growing 

a bean plant from The 

Great Grub Club website 

A range of instruction 

texts suitable to Year 

One. 

Mary, Mary Quite Contrary 

This is the House that Jack 

Built 

There was an Old Lady Who 

Swallowed a Fly 

Information texts 

appropriate to year 1 

Rama and Sita 

The Great Catch (Literacy 

Shed) 

Rainforest/Jungle/Sahara 

video clips and extracts 

 Barnaby Bear big books.  

 At the Seaside big book. 

 My First Camping Book by 

Dominic Bliss. 

 Let’s go camping – Collins 

Big Cat book. 

 Other information books 

linked to the theme. 

 Ring a Ring a Roses. 

 Here we go Round the 

Mulberry Bush. 

 In and Out the Dusty 

Bluebells. 

 Oranges and Lemons. 

 London Bridge is Falling 

Down. 

 

Where the Wild Things Are 

by Maurice Sendak 

 No-Bot by Sue Hendra. 

 The Three Little Aliens 

and the Big Bad Robot by 

Margaret McNamara. 

 The Big Bad Wolf and the 

Robot Pig by Laura North 

and Kevin Cross.  

 I’m a little Robot by Robert 

Hiedbreder  

 My Robot poem by Gareth  

 Robot Rumpus by Sean 

Taylor  
 Robots, Robots 

Everywhere! by Sue Fliess 
 

 


