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January 2018 
 

Dear Parents/carers 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you have had an enjoyable break. Miss Hargreaves, Miss Kirby and myself are 
looking forward to the new term ahead and would like to share with you an overview of the subjects that 
we will be covering in class 5 this half term. 
 
Literacy 
The focus for our literacy this term will be the genre of Science Fiction. We 
will be looking at several texts; Time Spinner, Aquila, ET etc. The children will 
work towards producing their own Sci -fi narrative. The children will also 
produce information booklets and non-chronological reports as part of their 
topic work in Geography. 
 
Maths 
Our focus this term will continue to be to improve both mental recall and written strategies 
for multiplication and division. We shall be looking at formal written methods for 
calculations, negative numbers and choosing appropriate strategies for solving word 
problems.  
 
Topic 
Our science theme this term is Earth and Space. This will link to our literacy unit on Science 
Fiction. The children will work in groups to produce a video that explains about the Earth, 
Sun and Moon and their relationship to one another and how they form part of the wider 
solar system. They will imagine that their audience is an alien planet far off in another 
galaxy so it needs to be accurate, factual and engage the audience. 
 
In Geography the children will be learning all about our Wonderful World focussing on key environmental 
regions. 
 
Design Technology 
The Children will learn about controlling movement with a cam mechanism. In 
connection with their Geography topic they will create an automata animal. They will 
develop their design skills through using information sources to research ideas about 
animals from different regions of the world. They will design and make a simple cam 
mechanism to formulate an understanding of how different shaped cams can be used to 
produce different movements. 
 
PE 
The children continue to enjoy and make good progress in their weekly swimming lessons 
on Wednesday mornings. Additionally, we are very lucky this term to have coaches from 
Accrington Stanley coming into our class every Thursday morning to do a 45min PE 
session and 45 min Healthy lifestyles session. 
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RE  
Hinduism is our focus for this term, with particular reference to sacred books and revered 
literature. The children will also look at the Creation Myths. 
 
PSHE 
This term we will be focussing on goals and targets and on the skills of perseverance, 
determination and positive mindset.   
 
Music 
This term we will be experimenting with creating ‘out of this world’ sounds and developing 
an understanding of the impact of special effects. Using these effects, the children will then 
compose their own soundtrack whilst investigating the music of one of film’s most 
renowned composers, John Williams. 
 
ICT 
This term Year 5 will learn how to analyse data. They will look at using search engines to 
collect information and how to make complex searches using ‘and’ ‘or’ ‘=<’ ‘=>’ and ‘not’ 
commands to refine their search. They will learn to skim read and sift information for 
relevancy. This will be integrated into their Geography topic. 
 
 
French 
Our focus this term is ‘En route pour l’ecole’ – on the way to school. We will be 
learning to use different vocabulary related to School and our journey to 
school. 
 
Homework 
Homework will now be given on a Monday to be returned before the following Monday. It 
will consist of a weekly Maths, English and spelling task related to the previous week’s 
learning and a physical literacy activity. The spelling test will continue to be on a Friday. 
Please continue to read regularly with your child – many children are really moving up our 
reading rockets challenge and we have now added a further board of targets !!! 
 
I would like to thank you for your co-operation and support last term. Miss Kirby, Miss Hargreaves and I are 
looking forward to continuing to work positively with yourselves to ensure that the learning environment 
for your children is challenging, rewarding and above all fun. Please do not hesitate to approach me before 
or after school if you have any issues or concerns or to make an appointment through the school office.  
 
Kind regards  
 
 
Mrs Thornley 
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