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Dear Parents 
 
Please find this letter as notification that the report from Ofsted, following our recent two-day Section 5 inspection of Tuesday 13th 
March and Wednesday 14th March 2018, will be available on the OFSTED website from Thursday, 19th April.  This inspection was 
triggered by the cohort related data dip for Year 6 in 2017 where results were unusually low.  
 
We are extremely disappointed to have received an overall judgement of ‘requires improvement’. That said, senior leaders and 
governors had already identified many of the areas for development in our School Improvement Plan and work has been ongoing 
since September to address these issues. This work has not yet been completed.   
 
Many strengths of Brookside Primary school were identified by the inspection team and reported verbally or within the report, to 
include: 
 

 The Headteacher shows resilience and passion in leading school improvements 

 Good and outstanding teaching was observed  

 The significant contribution of the Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher to sustain the school through a turbulent period, 
were commended 

 Senior Leaders ensure whole school approach to teaching of reading, writing and maths  

 Governors commitment and skills to support school 

 Early years consistently above national averages. Leadership, teaching and assessment are of a good quality. 

 Key stage 1 consistently above national averages 

 Year 6- the proportion reaching the expected standards has usually been higher than the national averages 

 Skilled teaching assistants 

 Reading and phonics is a strength 

 Broad and balanced curriculum 

 Personal development, behaviour and welfare  

 Polite and courteous pupils 

 Pastoral care  

 Pupils culturally aware and tolerant 

 Trips and visits enhance education 

 Music and sport are an integral part of the life of the school 

 Safeguarding 

 Parent support 

 School works well with other agencies 

We fully accept that there has been a challenging period in school with regards to staffing in Key Stage 2.  We are extremely grateful 
to parents who have been overwhelmingly supportive throughout this time and overall gave such positive feedback about school to 
the inspectors. 
 
The staff and governors continue to be passionate and determined to build on our strengths and continue to develop the identified 
areas in our current School Improvement Plan; the inspection team agreed that it was too early to show the full impact of this work. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Mrs B Allan, Headteacher                          Mrs B Booth, Chair of Governors                                           

http://www.brookside.lancs.sch.uk/

