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30th November 2018 

Brookside Newsletter 
A Message from the Headteacher: 
 
Dear Parents and Children, 
 
What a fantastic turnout for parents’ evenings this week, 
thank you, as always for your continued support.  
Feedback from many parents who attended was 
extremely positive and they told us they felt fully 
informed about their child’s progress.  EY2’s parents’ 
evening is coming up on Wednesday 5th December, 
please contact the office if you have yet to make an 
appointment. 
Recent Highlights 

Thank you to the GAP team and their whole school 

assembly on Monday.  The theme was the true 
meaning of Christmas, aided by Mr Bean.  Much fun 
was had by all. 

Brookside Choir very much enjoyed their rehearsal 

session with the Sing Together team on Thursday. 

The Stickman has been causing mayhem in EY1.  If 

your child is in EY1/Reception please ask them about 
the mischief he got up to. 

Rehearsals for the EYFS & KS1 Nativity production 

“Scarecrow’s Christmas” are looking and sounding 
fabulous, with the children putting everything into their 
performance. 

Upcoming Events 

Have you returned the permission slip and payment for 

next week’s whole school trip to The Grand to see 
“Robin Hood of Bowland Forest”?  Thank you to all of 
you who have kindly volunteered to accompany us on 
the day.  Without your support we wouldn’t be able to 
offer these extra curricular activities to the children. 

Watch out for information from Friends of Brookside 

about the planned events for Friday 14th December,  
when pupils are also invited to wear 
Christmas/seasonal jumpers for the day for a forfeit of 
£1.00. 

Autumn term progress reports will be sent home on 

Monday 17th December. 
 
May I take this opportunity to remind you that the closing 
date for the advertised Welfare Posts is 7th December. 

Mrs B L Allan 

Week ending 30th November 2018 

 
Attendance 

Well, we missed the 97% target again, but the good 
news is that at least we haven’t dropped since last 
week—in fact we were exactly the same on 95.6%.  
EY1 were in pole position on 98.2%, followed by EY3 
on 97.7% and Class 4 on 97.2%.  Well done to those 
classes!  
 
Lateness 
Lost lesson time has reduced by almost an hour this 
week which is good, but with 7hrs 
and 44 mins lost due to lateness.  
School starts at 8.55am—please 
try hard to be on time. 

Up and Active 

EY2 have been enjoying the 6 week 
Up and Active programme.  

They have learnt all about 
healthy   eating, sugars and 
fats in foods and daily 
meals.  This is then       
followed by the daily mile, 
delivered in a fun and active 
way. 

They have had lots of fun! 

Stick Man EY1 

Our Reception Class children have had a fun-filled 
week reading and learning all 
about the Stick Man, by Julia 
Donaldson as part of their 
class literacy topic.  The Stick 
Man has also been into 
school, getting into all sorts 
of  mischief and hiding in lots 

of places!  The children have been very good        
detectives and tracked him down.  Did you spot him 
this week? 

No Nuts Please 

Please may we remind you that we 
do have children in school with nut 
allergies and therefore nuts (and food 
items containing nuts) whilst a 
healthy snack, are not permitted in 
school, thank you. 

Class 4 Flute Performance 

Please note that there is a change of timings for 
the scheduled performance on Thursday, 6th 

December.  This will now be at 3:00pm. 
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Dates for your diary 

Monday 3rd December  EY3 trip to Clitheroe Castle 

Tuesday 4th December  Year 3 Sportshall Athletic event 1:00-3:00pm 

Tuesday 4th December  Brookside Choir at Clitheroe Castle Crib  Dedication service 1:30pm 

Wednesday 5th December  Pantomime at The Grand, whole school to attend 

Thursday 6th December  Class 4 flute performance at 3:00pm 

Friday 7th December  Paint Pot in school with EY1 

Friday 7th December  Brookside Nursery nativity play 11:00 am 

Saturday 8th December  Brookside Choir at the Christmas Spectacular, Blackburn Cathedral 

Tuesday 11th December  EYFS & KS1 Nativity dress rehearsal, please ensure costumes in school, thank you 

Thursday 13th December  EYFS & KS1 Nativity, afternoon and evening performances 2:00pm & 6:00 pm 

Friday 14th December  Friends of Brookside cracker stall/non uniform day  

Friday 14th December  School Christmas lunch 

Tuesday 18th December  EY1 stay and play session 9:15-10:45am 

Tuesday 18th December  Friends of Brookside Christmas colouring competition entries in today 

Tuesday 18th December  Friends of Brookside Christmas Chocolate Tombola 3:30pm 

Wednesday 19th December EY1 stay and play session 9:15-10:45am 

Friday 21st December  School closes at 3:30pm for end of term 

Monday 7th January   School reopens at 08:55am 

Digital Wellbeing - 7-11 year olds 

Children this age have become more independent users 
of technology and the internet with many of them owning 
their own devices. Their online use consists of many of 
the same activities as younger children (gaming,    
watching video content) but they may be independently     
accessing content which is intended for an older       
audience and beginning to explore the use of social   
media through services like Snapchat and                  
Instagram.  This access to online content which is    
intended for older users and desire for independence 
when going online could mean they are at an increased 
risk of seeing inappropriate, worrying or upsetting     
content which could impact on their digital wellbeing. To 
support them - 

 Discuss how using technology makes us feel - As 

a family discuss how using technology and going 
online can make you feel. Discuss how you know you 
have been online for too long, considering physical, 
emotional and device-level factors, eg headaches, 
feeling grumpy, device battery is now low.  

 Give techology a purpose - Use technology for a 

purpose rather than unconscientiously engaging with it 
which may lead to extended use. A good example of 
this would be using a tablet to find a recipe online and 
then putting it down to cook instead of looking for a 
recipe and ending up scrolling through endless pages 
online. 

 Use parental controls - Make use of controls   

available to ensure that the internet is a safer space 
for your child to explore. You can set up parental   
controls on devices, on your home internet connection 
and even on a mobile phone network.  Remember that 
parental controls should form part of a wider approach 
to keep children safe online and not be a used as a 
replacement for discussion and involvement. 

  Be supportive -  It's important that children know who 

they can turn to for support and that they feel listened 
to and supported if anything ever does worry or upset 
them online. Make sure children know who all 
the trusted adults are that they can ask for help, 
whether it's at home or at school. 

Year 5 & 6 Girls  

Football tournament 

On Thursday 22nd November 
Brookside A and B teams 
played at Accrington      
Academy Astroturf.  It was a 
bitter cold and wet evening but 

this did not  dampen 
our spirits.  Both teams 

played really well and the B team 
made it through to the quarter  
finals. 
Well done to team captains 
Lydia and India, they did a 
superb job of running their 
teams.   Our Star player was 

Abi-Lou!!  

Class 5 and 6 Basketball Event 
On Wednesday 21st November  some of class 5 

and 6 took part in the Ribble Valley 
Basketball Event at Oakhill. We 

played 9 games, winning 3 of 
them. We had a brilliant evening 
and were all very tired and 
sweaty by the end of it! Well 
done to all our players.  Super 
effort to Imogen, she may be 

small but she was mighty!  

Adverse Weather 

Not that we are wishing a cold winter but should  
school need to close due to extreme weather there 
will be an announcement on Radio 2BR 99.8 FM, 
BBC Radio Lancashire104.5 FM, The Bee 107FM 

and 106.5 FM, and we will  endeavour to send you 

all a text message.  In light of this please can you 
ensure we have up to date contact details in school, 
thank you.   


