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EY2 Autumn Term 2 – Topic ‘Penguins, Possums and Pigs’  

  

      
     

Dear Parents,  

 

Here is an overview of the areas that will be covered in EY2 this half term. 

 

In Literacy the children will be reading the books ‘Lost and Found’ and ‘Up and Down’ by Oliver Jeffers 

to tie in with our new topic as focus texts. They will look at the characters and events in the text in 

detail, completing short writing opportunities based on the texts eventually moving on to the children 

writing their own version of a story. The children are also going to look at some non-fiction work and 

complete their own piece of information writing based on the emperor penguin. In grammar, we are 

looking at singular and plural, adding the suffixes –s and –es to make words plural and using is and are 

correctly in a sentence when talking about singular and plurals. We will also be continuing to look at 

past and present tense verbs. They will also continue to work on using capital letters and full stops 

where they are needed, particularly in longer pieces of writing. The children will also continue to learn 

letter formation and handwriting. 

 

In Numeracy the children will be working on number and shape patterns and sequences, fractions of 

shapes and amounts (halves and quarters), capacity and volume, money, time and statistics. They will 

also still continue to practise their mental maths skills and their understanding of place value at the 

beginnings of maths lessons and their homework will include a short maths activity based on what they 

have been learning that week.  

 

Science – the children will be learning to: 

 Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 

mammals. 

 Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 

 Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds 

and mammals, including pets). 

 Find out and describe how animals look different to one another. 

 Group together animals according to their different features. 

 Recognise similarities between animals:  

- structure: head, body, way of moving, senses, body covering, tail. 

 Animals have senses to explore the world around them and to help them to survive. 
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 Recognise that animals need to be treated with care and sensitivity to keep them alive and healthy. 

 Animals are alive; they move, feed, grow, use their senses and reproduce. 

 

Topic – the children will be learning about the north and south pole and where different countries are 

around the world. They will learn to identify and place these countries on a map. They will also continue 

to develop their understanding of daily weather patterns and the seasons. In Art and Design, the 

children will be producing some winter themed work. 

Computing – the children will learn how to log on and use different functions. They will also start 

looking at coding – (making a series of instructions to program and work an app). 

 

Music- the children will learn and perform a range of action songs, using a range of instruments. They 

will also begin practising the songs and music for the infant Christmas production.  

 

Physical Education – the children will be developing their skills in dance. They will perform a range of 

moves, actions and sequences, building up to producing their own dances.  Through the 6 weekly Up and 

Active sessions they will be exploring ways in which to complete a mile of physical activity 

R.E- the children will be learning about worship and preparation, moving on to the Biblical story of the 

birth of Jesus in preparation for Advent and Christmas. 

P.S.H.E- the children will be learning to understand themselves and others. They will also look at 

money and the value/cost of things. 

 

Homework- Homework will be sent home on Fridays. This will include a maths activity linked to what 

they have been doing in class that week, a reading response activity (usually on a book of your child’s 

choice) and a phonics activity. The phonics activity will be to practise phonemes (sounds) and the 

graphemes (spellings) linked to the work done in class that week. The children will then have a spelling 

test on these the following week. 

 

If you require any help with any work sent home please ask. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

 

Mrs Barnett 

EY2 Class Teacher 
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