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November 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Class 5 Curriculum Overview          
 
We have had a fantastic start to the academic year with a great first half term. Below is an 
overview of the subjects we will be covering this half term and other useful information.   
 
English 
This half term our unit is Historical Fiction.  We are studying the book of Oliver Twist 
by Charles Dickens. During this, we will look at the features of Historical Fiction and 
vocabulary encountered, before using these to create an additional chapter for 
Charles Dickens’ novel. Our second English unit will be Classic Poetry.  We will be 
studying The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes, eventually creating our own pieces of poetry based on 
the prior focus of Oliver Twist. 
 
 Maths 
In maths, we have already made a start on multiplication and division, working with 
mental methods to solve problems. We will move onto written methods for 
multiplication and division, even using these to help calculate the area of shapes. 
Alongside this, we are having a look at fractions – ordering and comparing them, as 
well as showing their equivalence to decimals that we looked at in the previous half term.   
 
Topic: Victorians 
Our new topic is Victorians. From the year 1837 of Queen Victoria’s coronation, and 
until her death in 1901, we will be having a look at transport and trade in the Victorian 
period. It will also include a focus on some critical inventions that were created in that 
time, such as the lightbulb and even the toilet! 
 
Other Subjects: 
French: On Our Way to School (Directions and Places) 
RE: Islam and why the Qur’an is so important to Muslims 
Music: Learning to play jazz music on the recorder and xylophone 
PE: Swimming and Gymnastics.  Swimming is on Wednesdays and our PE day is Thursday. 
Computing: Editing Digital Images and Photograph Manipulation 
PSHE: Economic Wellbeing and Financial Capability 
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Homework 
Homework will be sent home on a Friday to be returned by the following Thursday.  It will 

comprise of an English/topic task, maths, spellings and reading.  Please support and 
encourage your child to complete their homework each week and sign their home 
reading record whenever they have read.  All homework set will be based on the 
current week’s work, but if your child is struggling with any aspect of it, please remind 

them to ask for help in school before it is due in on Thursday.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to catch me in the playground before 
school or at the classroom door when you pick up your child, or alternatively make an 
appointment at the school office. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mr Garsden 
Class 5 Teacher 
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