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10th December 2018 

Brookside Newsletter 
A Message from the Headteacher: 
 
Dear Parents and Children, 
Thank you for ensuring your children are suitably prepared for 
the ever-changing weather we are experiencing at the moment. 
Please can we remind you to label hats, scarves and gloves so 
that they are easier to return to their owners, thank you. 
Recent Highlights 

Thank you to Rev Froud for his Advent themed whole school 

assembly on Monday, 3rd December.  We welcomed Mary & 
Joseph into our foyer for a few days, but Rev Froud has now 
collected them for their next stop in their Advent journey.  Did 
you spot them in school? 

EY3 had a great time on their enrichment trip to Clitheroe 

Castle on Monday, 7th December. 

Brookside choir gave two great performances last week.  The 

first at the Crib Dedication Service led by Rev Froud at 
Clitheroe Castle gates and the second at Blackburn Cathedral’s 
Christmas Spectacular. We received fantastic comments at 
both events, well done children, you should be as proud of 
yourselves as we are! 

Well done to all the children who took part in the sporting 

events last week at Oakhill and St Augustine’s, full reports are 
to follow. 

Thank you for supporting the EY2 parents ‘evening’ on 

Wednesday, 5th December with such a fantastic turnout.  Many 
people commented that they felt fully-informed of their child’s 
progress. 

Lots of fun was had by all at  the Robin Hood of Bowland 

Forest pantomime at The Grand on Wednesday, 5th 
December.  We could have wished for better weather for the 
journey there, and appreciate all the more because of that, the 
time given by our group of volunteers who helped escort the 
children there and back. We couldn’t participate in such events 
without the help of volunteers and hope that seeing the children 
enjoy themselves made it all worthwhile. 

We were overwhelmed with the turnout for Class 4’s flute 

assembly for parents and family on Thursday, 6th December. 
All went really well, despite the hiccup with the teacher from 
LCC not realising that the format she had brought the 
accompanying music on was not compatible with our sound 
system.  Fortunately the crisis was averted and we’re sure that 
you’ll all agree that the children are making fantastic progress. 

Brookside Nursery had a fun-filled Friday with a visit from Paint 

Pot in Clitheroe followed by their very first Nativity Play.  It was 
standing-room only, thank you for the tremendous support. 

Paint Pot then went on to carry out a workshop with 

EY1/Reception. 

Thank you To Rev Jarmany for her whole school assembly 

today, where she talked to the children about Advent and the 
meaning of Advent calendars. 

Upcoming Events 

It’s dress rehearsal for the Infant Nativity  on Tuesday, 12th 

December.  The performance is looking and sounding fantastic 
and we can’t wait to share it with parents and family on 
Thursday. 

Whilst the children are all really enjoying getting ready for 
Christmas and all the activities going on in school leading up to it, 
they are still working hard and making great progress in their 
lessons, well done children! 

Mrs B L Allan 

Week ending 7th December 2018 

 

Attendance 

A welcome improvement for the week ending 
7th December with attendance rising to 97%!  
Top with 100% were the children in EY1, 
closely followed by EY2 with 99.3%!  Two 
weeks to go until we break for Christmas - 
can we improve further?  
Lateness 
There was 6hrs of lost lesson time this week, 
so an improvement on recent weeks.  It 
would be lovely to see even less lost time 
next week, so fingers crossed for more early 
starts! 

Celebration Assemblies 

Can we just remind you that our Friday 
whole school assemblies are all about     
celebrating the things the children           
achieve, both in school and out.  So if they 
have received an award, certificate,  trophy, 
or badge for an out of school activity please 
encourage them to bring it along to share 
with the rest of the school. 

Christmas Postman 

All cards sent in by the children are put in 
the Christmas Postbox and delivered by 
Year 6 and EY1/Reception pupils, who get 
to wear a postman’s hat 
for the role! To ensure 
everyone gets the right 
cards please can you 
make sure that the class 
name is written on the 
envelope along with the 
child’s full name if known, 
thank you. 

Crib Dedication Service 

Brookside choir braved the freezing        
conditions to sing acapella Christmas songs 
and carols at part of the town's crib         
dedication service. 

 

To read more about this event and see   
photos and videos please go to - 
https://www.clitheroeadvertiser.co.uk/news/v
ideo-pupils-spread-festive-cheer-at-
clitheroe-s-crib-dedication-service-1-
9481764  
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Dates for your diary 

 

Thursday 13th December  EYFS & KS1 Nativity, afternoon & evening performances 2:00pm & 6:00pm 

Friday 14th December  Friends of Brookside cracker stall/non uniform day  

Friday 14th December  Guitar assembly with Mr Hacking 9:00am 

Friday 14th December  School Christmas lunch 

Monday 17th December  Autumn term progress reports to parents today 

Tuesday 18th December  EY1 stay and play session 9:15-10:45am 

Tuesday 18th December  Friends of Brookside Christmas colouring competition entries in today at the  
    latest 

Tuesday 18th December  Friends of Brookside Christmas Chocolate Tombola 3:30pm 

Wednesday 19th December EY1 stay and play session 9:15-10:45am 

Friday 21st December  School closes at 3:30pm for end of term 

Monday 7th January   School reopens at 08:55am 

Tuesday 8th January  School Nurse in EY1 to introduce herself to the children 

Wednesday 9th January  Class 5 swimming lessons resume today 

Wednesday 23rd January  EY1/Reception and Y6 Height & Weights with School Nurse today 

Friday 15th February  School closes at 3:30pm for end of half-term 

Monday 25th February  School re-opens at 08:55am 

Internet Safety Tips for Primary  Children 

 

Childnet—Keeping children safe online 

 

Are there tools to help? 

There are free parental controls and filters available, 
to help you set safer boundaries for your children, 
but you will usually be required to set them up. Your   
internet service provider (such as BT or TalkTalk) will 
provide free filters to help block age inappropriate 
content for children, and on the UK Safer Internet 
Centre website you can watch video tutorials that 
show you how to find and set these up. All mobile 
phone operators (such as O2 or Vodafone) also   
provide such parental controls for free, however it is 
important to request this at the time in which the 
phone is bought for a child. Often, young people may 
receive their parent’s ‘hand-me-down’ phones,    
however as the phone was bought in an adult’s 
name, these parental controls will not be in place. 
The websites of device manufacturers (such as 
games    consoles) should also outline the controls to 
which you have access. 

Filtering options can be found within websites and    
services themselves, for example on YouTube 
‘restricted mode’ or ‘safe search’' settings can be      
applied to search engines such as Google or Bing.   
Parental controls can be password protected, so it’s 
advisable to choose a strong password and not 
share it. Parental controls and filters are a good   
starting point but it is important to recognise that they 
are not 100% effective. They are a great help, but 
not a solution, and work best in combination with 
parental supervision and engagement, to help your 
children understand how to stay safe online. As   
children grow and develop, so do their online needs, 
therefore you may want to periodically review your 
parental controls to accommodate this.  

Class 4’s Little Zoo 

Experience 

 

Class 4 had some creepy 
crawly visitors at the  
beginning of this half 
term with an enrichment 
workshop from Little Zoo 
to you. 
 
This was to complete their 
topic about living things 
and their habitats.  The 
children found out about 
habitats from rainforests 
to deserts and polar    
regions to oceans. 
 
They got to handle Giant 
African Land Snails,    
millipedes and reptiles 
amongst other things. 
 
As you can see they had 
a fantastic time! 

Dove Syke Christmas Tree Competition 

 

Dove Syke Nursery had so many fantastic entries that 
they have announced a three-way tie between three 
local schools, Brookside being one of them.  They 
said, “We are happy to say that everyone tried their 
best and every single piece we’ve received has been 
unique, wonderful and every child should feel proud 
for what they’ve achieved”. The Christmas tree arrived 
today and is looking  splendid in the entrance foyer, 
well done children. 

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/parents-and-carers/parental-controls

